8                   WORK AND WORSHIP

The analogy between nature and humanity
is close and clear. In humanity [as in nature)
there is an expansive desire which, uncontrol-
led, may grow into the smothering jungle of
selfish passion, and defeat its own ends by its
own surplusages, finding death through excess
of life. But, just as, within nature, man
became the instrument of agriculture which
raised crude growth to the level of cultivation*
and changed bulk into excellence, so, within
man, the mind became the instrument of homo-
culture which has brought him from savagery
to comparative civilisation. When he began
to fell trees in order to make habitable clear*
ances in the primeval forest, he began also to
make spaces for sun and air in his own nature.
Every discovery that he made among the re*
sources of nature was a discovery of powers in
himself. Every effort to understand and forestall
the fluctuations of nature in her moods that we
call seasons was an exercise towards the
attainment of imagination and prophecy. As
he nourished himself on nature he grew in
numbers and learned organisation and govern-
ment, not only between communities, but in
the community of heart and mind in each